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1.  DIRECTOR SEARCH: Underway.  Input welcomed.

2.  SHORT REPORT FROM AREAS
· Environment, security, development  
· Proposal on “Disproportionate Impacts of Environmental Challenges” under leadership of Kim Suiseeya (Political Science) won research support from Buffett Institute.  
· Avant-garde Africa 
· Spring Symposium May 1-2 on "Global and Local Strategies of Twenty-First Century African Artists": 8 speakers committed, 2 pending
· Ugandan author Goretti Kyomuhendo visiting April 22. Evan and avant-garde cluster might organize a reading group around her visit.
· Health & Healing 
· Danielle Elliot (Anthropology, York University, Toronto) speaking on February 26
· Afrisem: Conference set for April 3, 2020.  There is more information under the graduate student tab on the website. They currently have a call for papers out, Godwin Murunga from CODESRIA is the keynote.
· Herskovits 
· New exhibit in the Herskovits Library for Winter Quarter – “Blazing a Trail. Women Africanist PhD’s; commemorating 150 years of women at Northwestern” curated by Florence Mugambi and LaRay Denzer with Gene Kannenberg.
· African Poetics – will be held once each quarter on a Saturday at the Herskovits Library. It will be hosted by Chris Abani and Esmeralda Kale. It will feature established and new African poets in conversation with each other (could fall under one of the clusters). Open to the public. Refreshments will be available.
· Update Winterton Collection and Africana Poster Collection sites will be available soon.

· Block 
· Kathleen Berzock: Show on Pan Arabic Triennial June 17, 2019 – Modernism in India, Iran, Turkey.  Status of objects of collected during the colonial period and the support of Africa based curation 
· Harvard: 2-day workshop June 8 and 9 focusing on repatriation and discussing Africa based curation; theoretical emphasis.
· 1-day event June 18 at ACASA on these same topics, but focused on action, less theory. Organizing around these issues  
· Staff 
· The PAS website is undergoing a redesign, as well as upping our social media engagement, including more use of Instagram. Cluster leaders are reviewing the description of their groups.

3.  PARTNERSHIP WITH UNIVERSITY OF GHANA
· The MOU is with University of Ghana; we are waiting for Provost and VC signatures that will hopefully be obtained soon. 
· 
4.  PROGRAMMING
· Winter programming complete; schedule distributed; check website.
· Richard and Caroline Lobban visit May 13


