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Who needs to take the Swahili placement test?
Any student with prior exposure to the Swahili language and culture but who has not done a standardized Swahili test/exam or has taken a standardized Swahili exam but has not passed. A standardized Swahili exam can either be the national Swahili exams administered at the end of high school education in East Africa or ACTFL proficiency tests. 

A placement test is not necessary if…
i). You have zero knowledge or exposure to the Swahili language and culture, and for this reason, you should enroll in Swahili 111-1-20/21. These sections are only offered in the fall quarter. Classes for both sections are on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Swahili 111-1-20 meets at 10:00 – 10:50 AM, while Swahili 111-1-21 meets at 1:00 – 1:50 PM. 
ii). You passed a standardized Swahili exam. A standardized exam can either be the national Swahili exams administered at the end of high school education in East Africa or ACTFL proficiency tests. If you have done either of the standardized Swahili exams, please bring your result slip to the Swahili instructor, Dr. Peter Mwangi, in the program of African Studies, Room 211. 

Notes for students with AP/IB scores:
https://lrc.northwestern.edu/language-learning/advanced-placement-credit.html

What will the [LANGUAGE] placement test look like?
The Swahili placement test has grammar, reading, and writing sections, which are done online. The grammar and reading sections are graded automatically, but the Swahili instructor grades the writing section, upon which they will ask you to schedule a meeting for an oral exam component of the placement test either in person or on Zoom. The purpose of the oral exam is to properly assess your proficiency so you can be advised of the appropriate proficiency Swahili level in which you should enroll. 

How do I prepare for the placement test?
The best way to prepare for the placement test is to familiarize yourself with basic Swahili grammar as well as reading Intermediate Mid materials on the ACTFL proficiency scale, such as short Swahili storybooks and Swahili newspaper articles.  

How do I take the Swahili online placement test?
Click the following link: the online placement test site)

By when do I need to complete the online placement test? 
July 31

What are the next steps after the online test?
The Swahili instructor will email you regarding the next steps, especially regarding the oral exam on August 1, 2025. 
The deadline for the oral exam is September 11, 2025. 

When and how can I access the test results? 
You will have your results as soon as you have done the oral component of the placement exam. Thus, the earlier you schedule for the oral exam, the earlier you will know your results via this link (Link to the test results site).

How often is the placement test administered? 
If you are a continuing student, you can take the placement test anytime. However, if you are an incoming first-year student, it is advisable to take it by the stated date, July 31, 2025, to be certain that you do not miss any prerequisite classes for the sequence. 

How many times can I take the placement test?
You can only take the Swahili placement test once. However, you can edit your responses to questions in different sections as many times as your time allows before submitting the test. 

How long are the placement test results valid?
You are encouraged to enroll at the specified proficiency level as soon as possible to avoid lowering the proficiency level at which the test places you. 

Contact information
Name: Peter Mwangi, Ph.D. 
Email address: peter.mwangi@northwestern.edu 
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